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THE PRICELESS СЕМ 


All living creatures die to be born again, so the Hindus 
believe. Siddhartha who became the Buddha was no 
exception. It is believed several lifetimes as a Bodhisattva go 
into the making of Buddha, the Enlightened One. 

The Bodhisattva has come in many forms — man, 
monkey, deer, elephant, lion. Whatever his mortal body, he 
has spread the message of justice and wisdom, tempered with 
compassion. This wisdom, of right thinking and right living, 
is preserved in the Jataka tales. 

These tales are based on the folklore, legends and ballads 
of ancient India. We cannot assign a definite date to the Jataka 
stories. Taking into account archaeological and literary 
evidence it appears that they were compiled in the period 
the third century В. С. to the fifth century А. D. They give us 
invaluable information about ancient Indian civilization, 
culture and philosophy. 

According to the Maha Ummagga Jataka, the Bodhisattva 
was once born as Aushadha Kumar who was endowed with 
celestial knowledge and superhuman powers. The present 
issue of Amar Chitra Katha presents the second set of the 
tales connected with Aushadha Kumar. 

The first title, The Battle of Wits, presented the tales 
connected with the childhood of Aushadha Kumar. This 
issue presents stories of Aushadha Kumar at the court of 
Mithila. 


Script : Yagya Sharma Illustrations : Ram Waeerkar 


жы, AMAR CHITRA KATHA : 


желу The Route to Your Roots 
WW Over 80 million copies have been sold so far 


Editor : Anant Pai 
© India Book House Pvt. Ltd, 1986 ® Reprinted July, 2003 ISBN 81 - 7508 - 184 - 8 
Published by Padmini Mirchandani for India Book House Pvt. Ltd, Mahalaxmi Chambers, Sth Floor, 
22, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai - 400 026 and printed by her at Krishna Art Printery Pvt. Ltd, 
Unit No.B-8, Sussex Industrial Estate, Dadoji Konddeo Cross Marg, Byculla (Е), Mumbai - 400 027. 


Тһе Priceless Gem 


РИЗНАРНА KUMAR WAS А 
REINCARNATION OF THE 
BODHISATTVA. 


HE WAS NAMED AUSHADHA* 


KUMAR, BECAUSE HE WAS 
BORN HOLDING A DIVINE 
HERB WHICH HAD SUPER- 
NATURAL HEALING POWERS. 


Ж MEDICINE 


А YEAR BEFORE AUSHADHA 
KUMAR'S BIRTH, KING 
VAIDEHA OF MITHILA HAD 
A DREAM SIGNIFYING THE 
ADVENT OF A GREAT SOUL 
WHOSE WISDOM WOULD ВЕ 


EIGHT YEARS LATER, CONVINC- 
ED THAT AUSHADHA WAS 
THAT GREAT SOUL, KING 
VAIDEHA ADOPTED HIM AND 
BROUGHT HIM TO MITHILA. 


AT MITHILA , WHILE AUSHADHA 
IGREW UP INTO A HANDSOME 
YOUNGSTER, THE РАМОТО OF 
THE COURT, WHO NEVER WANT- 
ED HIM THERE IN THE FIRST 
PLACE BECAME ENVIOUS OF HIM. 


amar cnitra katha 


THERE. IT LOOKS 
LIKE A PRICELESS 
GEM. 
WHY DON’T | 


1 СА№Т HOLD THE WATER 16 
MY BREATH 2 DEEP! 1 WILL 

ANY LONGER. 1 2 TAKE A DEEPER 
1 2 А BREATH AND 
TRY AGAIN. 


Д е А 
AFTER SEVERAL inad WHEN VAIDEHA ARRIVED AT THE TANK— 
мата — 


АА 
ее га УК, = 


š 
К 


wie 


THAT FABULOUS 
GEM MUST BE 
RECOVERED. 


АРАЛЫ жел ад. аА 


SENAKA, А COURT PANDIT AND THE BEFORE VAIDEHA COULD 
CHIEF COUNSELLOR, OBSERVED THAT APPROACH AUSHADHA KUMAR — 
VAIDEHA’S HEART WAS БЕТ ON 1 SHALL RECOVER 


| THE GEM RIGHT 
AWAY, MAHARAJ. 


HM...M...MPH ! THEN HAVE 


WHAT! тне У ! 
THE TANK REPAIRED AND 


GEM HAS 
VANISHED! 


лана 20019 


HOW DID ІТ 
GET THERE, 
БЕМАКАг 


ТИМУ ді 


Ди 


39 7 
г Ve 


я | 
са № 
ха Ni Е 
и ми Н 
BRING МЕ 
НАШ AND 
ILL SHOW 
WAX чои How. 
(У, 


АТ 

1 wi 

- [2 
О 


15.16 ONLY A REFLECTION. 
THE REAL GEM 15 IN THE 
CROW’S NEST IN THAT 


SL 
4) 


Ва. 7 
MEAN 
; 


4) 
и 
ж 


| 


AUSHADHA KUMAR 
PRESENTED THE PRICE- 
LESS GEM TO THE KING. 


[27 
77 WAIT, SON! 
TRADITION DEMANDS Yes 
THAT YOU, MY SENIOR- 
MOST DISCIPLE, SHOULD | + 
WED MY ELIGIBLE 
DAUGHTER. 


WE MUST 


YOUNG MAN, OBEY THE 
TRADITION MAKES DICTATES OF 
US WHAT WE ARE. TRADITION 


AT ALL COSTS. 


“AND SHE 15 

FAR MORE 

INTELLIGENT É X 
А THAN 1 Ам. 


ес 


| SHALL ALWAYS Ak № SOON, THEY CAME 

FEEL INFERIOR 4 и UPON A GOOLAR* 

ТО HER. | MUST 7 Д ТРЕЕ ІМ ТИЕ 

GET RID OF >, = <> JUNGLE . PINGUTTA 

HER SOMEHOW. М С SUDDENLY FELT 
HUNGRY, 


HE CLIMBED UP THE TREE | 
AND STARTED GOBBLIN« 
THE FRUIT. 


жир пе. 


HIS POOR WIFE 
WAS FORCED TO 
CLIMB THE TREE. 


И тус MOMENT SHE симвер| | 
UP, PINGUTTAR САМЕ DOWN... 


ave QUICKLY 
И COLLECTEP AS 
MANY THORNY 
| TWIGS AS НЕ | 


...АМР PLACED THEM AROUND ЕЙ 
THE TRUNK OF THE TREE. В 


MARRY YOU, 
YOUR 


ane Cree 


HIS HAPLESS WIFE WAS STRANDED 
1 АМ OFF. IN THE TREE. 
IF YOU TRY TO 
COME DOWN, THE 
THORNS WILL 
PRICK YOU. 


Бер 


SEZ 
SRO 


<? 


А FEW DAYS LATER — > 


AM 
; И: 


WHAT 16 THAT 

Й WOMAN DOING 
UP THERE ОМ е а 
ТНАТ ТКЕЕ 2 SUSE Ү 


1 WILL FIND 
OUT, SIR. 
[AI 


HE MUST HAVE BEEN 

OUT OF HIS MIND ТО = 
ABANDON SUCH AN па 
EXCEPTIONAL BEAUTY. А | Ша 


WHAT SHALL ү 

Z | we ро авошт | 
=== НЕЁ? , Ур 
ii Ра 


N IT 1S А KING 


DHARMA TO 


PROTECT TH 
N ; UNPROTECTE 


y 


тыз 


< 


С 


а 


72 


(ING 


HEEDING THE ADVICE 
OF HIS MINISTER, 
KING VAIBEHA 
BROUGHT HER TO 
HIS PALACE. 


EVEN ІМ THE HOUR 
OF CRISIS SHE WAS 
50 CALM. SHE 15 
FIT To BEA 


THE WISE SAY THAT Ü 

A WOMAN ABANDONED 

BY HER HUSBAND CAN 

REMARRY. WILL YOU 
MARRY ME 2 


э (б 
9 (0% 
(е 


YOU ARE NOW 
BEGINNING A NEW 
LIFE.SO | MUST 

GIVE ЧОЦ A NEW 


Ж WILD FIG —GOOLAR 


SINCE | FOUND 
чоц ON AN UDUMBARA* 
TREE, I SHALL CALL 
YOU UDUMBARA 
РЕМ. 


OMAE COMETS МИТУ 


KING VAIDEHA AND QUEEN ЦОЧМВАКА РЕМ THEN, ONE DAY — THAT MAN 2 
{ЕР A HAPPY LIFE FOR SOME TIME. 


YES, 
ІТ 1S НІМ. 
WHAT А 


AND THE QUEEN SUDDENLY SMILED. Фу HOW DARE “ои 
THE KING SAW HER SMILE AND SMILE ATA 
BECAME ANGRY. 


STRANGE МАМ 2 


/ НЕ [5 THE 
MAN WHO 
ABANDONED 


ІНЕ ТРКЕЕЕЗЗ GEM 


$0 YOU ARE 
STILL INTERESTED 
IN нм. 
=) 
Cia 9 
12 ⁄ ј 2 
ў (/ 


| 

you ШЕ! YOUR N IF | СОМСЦР. 

1 SHALL HAVE COUNSELLORS WITH THE KING 
f= 


you Bi WILL VOUCH HE WILL BE 
HEADED! «5 FOR THAT. PLEASED. 


— 


SENAKA ! WHAT MAHARAJ, 
ро чоч МОМЕМ ЯКЕ 
THINK 2 SAID ТО ВЕ 


| Т!) МАНАКАЈ, | 


BELIEVE WHAT THE 


amar спига karna 


BEING A WOMAN 
OF NOBLE CHARACTER, 
SHE COULD NOT 
HAVE LEFT HER 
HUSBAND. АМР... 


ЈЕ HER 

- HUSBAND HAD NOT 
ABANDONED HER, 
SHE WOULD BE 
LEADING A MISER- 
ABLE LIFE TODAY. 


WHEN THE FACTS WERE VERIFIED, 
THE KING WAS SATISFIED. 


BY THEN, KING 
VAIDEHA HAD SENSED 
THAT SENAKA AND 
OTHER PANDITS WERE 
ENVIOUS OF AUSHADHA. 
то PROVE AUSHAPHA’S 
WISDOM, VAIDEHA 
POSED A RIDDLE 

ТО THEM. 


555 


ЈА 
КОЕ „инь, BUT FOR 
ш) зет. 


| WANT TO KNOW 
WHO 15 SUPERIOR, 
AMAN WHO 19 RICH 
BUT STUPID OR А 
MAN WHO 16 

WISE BUT POOR. 


$0, WHEN | SAW 
THE PLIGHT OF THE 
мами COULD NOT 
HELP BEING 
PLEASED WITH MY 


FATE - THAT- 16 
WHY | SMILED. 


THANK YOU, 


ЧОЧ | WOULD HAVE 
LOST A GEM AMONG 


У’ THE RICH ONE 


16 SUPERIOR 
WITHOUT DOUBT. 


7 
у MAHARAJ, | SAY 
THE WISE ONE 15 
FAR SUPERIOR. 


BUT THE RICH 
HOWEVER STUPID LIVE 
WELL. ТНЕУ MAKE 

USE OF ALL.-- 


BECAUSE THE POOR, 
HOWEVER KNOWLEDGE- 
ABLE, HAVE TO 

SERVE THE RICH. 


| maz 


AUSHADHA, 
WHAT ро YOU 


BECAUSE, THE STUPID 
SEE WEALTH AS AN END 
IN ITSELF AND HENCE COMMIT 
SINS, WHEREAS THE WISE 
DO NOT AND ARE HENCE 
VIRTUOUS. жата 


NOT FOR LONG. | 
FOR THE RICH WHO 
ARE STUPID DO NOT 
HAVE THE SENSE TO 
EMPLOY WISE 
ADVISERS. 


| ULTIMATELY DESERTS THEM. AUSHADHA 
HENCE ONE WHO 15 POOR BUT ARGUES 
WISE 19 FAR SUPERIOR FOOLISHLY. 
„ TO ONE WHO 15 RICH 


ON THE 
CONTRARY 


NOW LOOK AT US. DON’T 
WE,YOUR COUNSELLORS, 
THOUGH WE ARE 

PANDITS, BOW BEFORE 
YOU 2 DOES NOT 
THAT PROVE 
MY POINT ° 


д) 


DAS CANNOT 
LF FUNCTION WITHOUT 
5 Wise COUNSELLORS. 
HENCE THE WISE 
ARE DEFINITELY 
SUPERIOR. 


SIXTEEN VILLAGES AS 


Ж. А REWARD. 
KA 
7 P XA GRATEFUL, 
& / \ МАНАКАЈ. 
ү 
КА тт 


а 
> 


YOU SHOULD GET MARRIED 3 MAY YOU BOTH EVER PROSPER. 
NOW. SHALL | FIND A А 1 АМ HAPPY FOR YOu. 
BRIDE FOR YOU? А 
64 


| 


- г р 

ШР > ЇЙ рен THEY АВЕ PLEASED И DO NOT WORRY. 

ҮЛ у 5 BY HIS CHOICE. NOW BIN WE WILL HUMBLE 
к ТА ЕЗ HIS STATUS WILL RISE 5 AUSHADHA 


Ww FURTHER, WHILE OURS THROUGH не 


WILL DECLINE. 


ој 


N 04, 
É [А %, 
| Ж м 
ЕМИ ayes a 


A. 


AND A FEW DAYS LATER, AFTER THE KING 
НАР RETIRED ТО HIS BEDCHAMBER 5 


зад. 0%4 
|| ( WILL STEAL THE GEM ж 
FROM THE KING’S CROWN Па, 
| 5 | 


— 


((! 


А 
oe 
ІШІ ЕМІП 

+ АМ! - ЕХТ МОУЕ 
| Сах оо 


О 
29 


IND HAWK THIS 
| ІМ THE STREET WHERE 
AUSHADHA LIVES. 


ВИТ DO NOT SELL JE 

ІТ TO АМЧОМЕ 

EXCEPT AUSHADHA’S / | ц = 
WIFE. Pee 


STAND; 
MASTER. 


Я’ cuRDS! 
= CREAMY | 
5 | сивре! 


AUSHADHA KUMAR LIVED. 


CURDS ! SWEET | 
___сикре! я 
= ||| N ү> 
| NA 


HEY WOMAN! 
LET ME SEE 
THOSE CURDS. 


ро чои WANT 
TO SELL YOUR 
CURDS OR NOT? 


STRANGE! WHY У 

16 SHE HAWKING 

IF SHE DOES NOT 

WANT TO SELLE Оо 


CURDS! FRESH ) Д 
Ds! „#7 
Р = 


Ж 


amar chitra katha 


THE MAID FORCED AMARA DEVI БИ 
TO ACCEPT THE CURDS FREE. 4 


PANDIT AUSHA- 
Z рна KUMAR. 


MEANWHILE IN THE МАНААЧ! 
PALACE — PARDON МЕ. | 
Г WHERE 15 му CROWN Y вит... NO OUTSIDER 
JEWEL ? | SHALL HAVE 1S ALLOWED 
IS you ALL BEHEADED. IN. THESE 
QUARTERS. 


ПРУ 
| лмо AusH 
KUMAR 


АРНА 
Cy оу У 


ай > 


„Ра 
М „АКО 
| Ss 
| | қ 
| С f 
> 
м 


THE HOUSES OF THE FOUR 
PANDITS WERE SEARCHED, 
OBVIOUSLY WITH NO RESULTS. 


MEANWHILE , THE ENT 
OUT BY AMARA к: ЕО. 
ДАЉЕ 


Sees wer ЦА РАНА 


OBVIOUSLY 
SENAKA SENT 
THIS POT OF 
к CURDS. BUT 


WE FOUND THE JEWEL 
MAHARAd, IN AUSHADHA 
KUMAR’S HOUSE. IT 
WAS HIDDEN IN A 
POT OF CURDS. 


МЕЗ, A 


SINCE VAIDEHA WAS NOT EVEN 
PREPARED TO LISTEN 70 Н/М, 
AUSHACHA DECIDED ТО р 
LEAVE THE CAPITAL. 


1 SHALL LIVE 
INCOGNITO IN 
A VILLAGE. 


VAIPEHA BECAME VERY 
UPSET, JUST THEN — 


MAHARAJ , PANDIT 
AUSHADHA KUMAR 
WANTS, то МЕЕТ 


E€ ро NOT бақытта 
Шо! ТО ЗЕЕ 
A ние РАСЕ. 
= 
а (| 


HE WENT ТО A REMOTE VILLAGE WHERE 
NOBOPY WOULD RECOGNIZE Н/М. 


GRANDPA, 
ро YOU NEED 
AN ASSIS— 


чоа DID NOT 
GIVE AUSHADHA 
A CHANCE TO 
EXPLAIN. 


THE PRICELESS GEM 


YES, SON, ANP HE STARTED WORKING AS 
| COULD DO THE POTTER'S ASSISTAN 
WITH HELP. 


BUT THE ACCUSED 
MUST BE GIVEN A 
CHANCE TO DEFEND 
WAS FOUND IN 
не HOUSE. са 


you АКЕ 
RIGHT.1 SHALL 
DO THAT NOW. 


=! HOW ро чоц 

— EXPLAIN THE 
Z= RECOVERY OF THE MY WIFE 
MMM, свом земе COULD TELL 


A тот ог 


И 
ЛИЕ 


=> И 
€ 


А VENDOR OF CURDS. 
| CAN HAVE НЕК 
BROUGHT HERE. 


обе 
М 


= q 
OMAN 


THIS 15 THE w 
WHO BROUGH 


„деј EX 
докај у 


4 


THE PRICELESS GEM 


BEING A BENEVOLENT SOUL, AUSHADHA 
KUMAR CAME TO SENAKA’S RESCUE. 


|... ЕВ... PLEASE 
PARDON МЕ, MAHARAJ. 


PARDON HIM, YOU ARE 


MAHARAJ. IT WAS поје, 
ONLY А PRANK. AUSHLADHA f 


NEVER! YOu 
SHALL BE 
SEVERELY 
PUNISHED. 


I APPOINT YOU 
COMMANDER 
OF MY ARMY. 


SENAKA LEFT THE COURT A PEJECTED 
МАМ. 


WHATEVER | TRY 
RECOILS ON ME 


AND ONLY ADDS 
ТО AUSHADHA'S 


HONOURED, 
МАНАЕВЈ. 


ВИТ НЕ SOON RECOVEREP AND 
DECIDED TO CHANGE HIS STRATEGY. 


PANDIT AUSHADHA 
KUMAR, WHAT 15 THE 
FIRST THING THAT 

А МАМ SHOULD 
ACQUIRE 2 


amar chitra katha 


Г’ ком 
EVERYBODY! J y 
5 


вв! В 
ЕСКЕТ SHOULD 
МОТ ВЕ 
DIVULGED To 


MAHARAJ, Ац: 
KUMAR 16 UP 
SOMETHING. 


знаон у 
To 


BECAUSE | THINK 
AUSHADHA HAS SOME 
SECRETS WHICH HE 
WILL DIVULGE TO 


BOUT MYSEL 
вит ABOUT 


THE PRICELESS СЕМ 
= 7 
THE NEXT DAY AT THE COURT — 
PANDIT AUSHADHA 
KUMAR, то WHOM 
wouLp чоц 
CONFIDE YOUR 
SECRETS? 


MEANWHILE, AS AUSHADHA 
кни RETURNED HOMEWARDS — 


THE COMMANDER “ DON’T WORRY, 


OF MY ARMY IS MAHARAJ. | | HAVE NEVER SEEN 
SECRETIVE WITH ME! | WILL TAKE ос > 50 
THIS 1S AN ALARMING me 
REVELATION INDEED! 
RCT а в А у S-A 
5 


THIS TIME SENAKA AUSHADHA KUMAR KNEW THAT = ІЗ 
15 ИР ТО SOMETHING AND THE THREE OTHER PANDITS 
FAR MORE SERIOUS. REGULARLY MET IN A SECLUDED 
CORNER OF THE GRAIN MARKET. = 
ь j 


amar chitra katha 


HE WILL. BECAUSE 
| HAVE IMPRESSED 


SOON THE FOUR PANDITS 
ARRIVED. 


HE HID HIM- 
SELF IN A 


HEAP OF 1 НАУЕ HATCHED \ WILL THE UPON HIM THAT 
GRAIN ANP A SECRET PLAN. KING AUSHADHA HAS 
WE SHALL HAVE / APPROVE HIS EYES SET ON 


AUSHADHA 


MURDERED. THE THRONE. 


THIS SITUATION AUSHADHA KUMAR GATHERED 
CALLS FOR THE TROOPS AND SURROUNDED 
DRASTIC ACTION. THE PALACE. 


AFTER ESTABLISHING HIS CONTROL 
OVER THE CITY, AUSHADHA KUMAR 
WENT TO MEET THE KING. 


HYPOCRITE 


E GLORY TO, 
57 3 не 
ДР Yip WHY ро YOL 
by к > = SHOUT MY 
ХА PRAISES 
= WHEN You 
ARE OUT TC 


DO ME 
HARM. 


THE PRICELESS GEM 


1 HAVE NO INTENTION 
OF HARMING YOu, 
MAHARANI. | JUST 
WANT TO MAKE you 


А2 ум 
497 


60 HE POISONED 
YOUR MIND TO ING HOW | LEARNT 


GAIN YOUR YOUR SECRET, 
SUPPORT. ЅЕМАКА 2 
© 


SENAKA PANDIT 
WANTED TO HAVE 
ME MURDERED. 


/ YOU REVEALED 
ІТ ТО МЕ YOUR- 
SELF ВУ SPEAK- 
ING OF IT TO 


OTHERS. 


1 THINK YOU WILL «+s THE MOMENT IT 12 
AGREE NOW THATA DIVULGED IT CEASES 
SECRET SHOULD TO REMAIN A 
NEVER BE DIVULGED SECRET. 

TO ANYONE. FOR... 


р 


amar chitra katha 


AND; MAHARAJ, | ALSO 


(oo 


А 
Ñ 


а 


D) 


Т Я У шша 
а үз, ( 
ГАЕТ“ 5 


MANAN 
=? 
ТА SIN 
TO WRONG 
A FRIEND. 
Й 


вит YOU HAVE 
ALSO BEEN VERY 
KIND TO МЕ. 


/ 


А 
= 


-.. BECAUSE THEN 
ІТ HAS BECOME 
YOUR FRIEND: 


ІТ 16 FORBIDDEN ТО 
BREAK EVEN A BRANCH 
OF A TREE UNDER 
WHICH YOU HAVE 
TAKEN SHELTER... 


THE PRICELESS GEM 


| HENCE | COULD NEVER 
EVEN DREAM OF HARMING 
you, MAHARAd- 


АИБНАРНА ‚1 АМ 
SORRY THAT | FELL 
A PREY ТО THE 
MALICIOUS PLOT OF 


SENAKA AND HIS 
НЕМСНМЕМ, 


ТО АТОМЕ 

FOR THEIR 

SINS, THEY 

SHALL SERVE 
че 


MAHARAJ , THEY WERE 

BLINDED BY THEIR SELFISH- 

NESS. WITH YOUR PERMISSION, 

1 WOULD FREE THEM FROM PARDON из, 

THE BONDS OF SLAVERY. AUSHADHA 
PANDIT. YOU 

В ARE TRULY 
WISE AND 

NOBLE. 


